Welcome To Our Tri-Parish
Following Jesus in the Foothills of the Ozarks

St. Catherine
Of Siena
Piedmont

Parish Staff
Pastor: Fr. Daniel Hirtz
Secretary & Bookkeeper: Jean Boldreghini
Parish Council Chairperson: David Miller

St. George
Van Buren

Our Lady of
Sorrows
Williamsville

Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn
you. Go, and from now on do not
sin anymore.”
Parish Office:
109 Piedmont Ave.
Piedmont, MO 63957
Ph: 573-247-0277
www.stcatherineofsiena.us
Email: stcatherinepiedmont@gmail.com
Youtube & Facebook: Daniel Hirtz

APRIL 7, 2019 – FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

This Weeks Schedule
Monday P 6:00pm/ Tues. P 9:00am Nursing Home/ Wed. P 6:00pm, / Thurs. P 8:00am VB 5:15pm/
Fri. P 8:00am
Confessions: ½ hr. before weekend mass and any time by appointment. Make yours a good lent with a
good confession.
Friday: 6:00pm Stations of cross outside
Daily 5:45am P. Communion Service

THE PASSION Palm Sunday 1:30 April
14 at St. Catherine's
Premiered 15 years ago. If you haven't seen
it, now is a great way to help finish Lent.
The annual Diocesan Development Fund
appeal will be held on May 4 and 5. This
effort is conducted in every parish of the
diocese to help finance the activities and
ministries of the Catholic Church in
southern Missouri. Our parish goal is
$8370.00. We ask you to keep the DDF
campaign in your prayers.
Sunday homily 4th Sunday Lent
46 years ago today at about this time I laid
on the floor of my home church for
ordination. At that time I was given the
power to forgive sins in God’s name.
“whose sins you forgive they are forgiven.”
I don’t think we have a clue as just how
merciful God is. Today Jesus gives us the parable we call the “Prodigal Son”. Some would say it is a
prodigal Father who would act that way. I tried to think of an example in modern life to compare and
really couldn’t come up with one. We don’t realize how tightly one’s identity was with the land and
with the land, to their God. You might think of King Ahab who wanted Naboth’s land and Naboth said,
“God forbid.” or the movie “The Exodus” where the singer belts out ‘until I die, this land is mine.’ the
younger son would have been kinder just to have told his dad he was going to kill him. So the son, in
selling the land, was rejecting every thing his father stood for, even his God as is demonstrated when he
bows so low to feed the hogs. In some cultures it would have been forbidden to ever mention his name
or to perhaps exercise honor killing and remove him from the earth. Then, for the father to pine away
day after day looking for his return put on an undignified demonstration running to meet him. He
should have at least stayed firm and let the son come crawling to his knees. Such love and forgiveness.
But the older, self-righteous son, also needs forgiveness. He puts his father down; denies his brother.
The father reminded him that he did indeed own everything and was secure but he was a workaholic
and had no use for relationships. How ready are we to recognize that we have sinned; that we have
gotten our priorities out of kilter. How ready are we to welcome every brother and sister who has
sinned, no matter how bad we have judged them. The older son accused the younger of wasting money
on prostitutes when there was no mention of that. Where was his mind? Who was really guilty

I
Is the st
Is the stranger ever put in his place or made to leave? If not, am I responsible for some of the sins that
have surfaced in our family? Sins that tell the Father to take a hike? Sins that have become so common
place in our society that we don’t think we need to repent of them?

